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SCIENTIFIC AND PUBLISHING ACTIVITIES OF M. RYLSKYI 
INSTITUTE OF ART STUDIES, FOLKLORISTICS AND 
ETHNOLOGY OF THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 
OF UKRAINE IN THE FIELD OF RESEARCH OF THE 
RUSSIAN MILITARY AGGRESSION IN UKRAINE (2014–2025)

Àíîòàö³ÿ / Abstract

Ó ñòàòò³ ïðîàíàë³çîâàíî òà óçàãàëüíåíî ïóáë³êàö³éíó ä³ÿëüí³ñòü ²íñòèòóòó ìèñòåöòâîçíàâ-
ñòâà, ôîëüêëîðèñòèêè òà åòíîëîã³¿ ³ì. Ì. Ò. Ðèëüñüêîãî ÍÀÍ Óêðà¿íè (äàë³ – ²ÌÔÅ) ó öàðèí³ 
äîñë³äæåííÿ ðîñ³éñüêî-óêðà¿íñüêî¿ â³éíè çàãàëîì òà îñîáëèâîñòåé àäàïòàö³¿ âíóòð³øíüî ïåðå-
ì³ùåíèõ îñ³á (äàë³ – ÂÏÎ) çîêðåìà ïðîòÿãîì îäèíàäöÿòè ðîê³â ðîñ³éñüêî¿ çáðîéíî¿ àãðåñ³¿ â 
Óêðà¿í³.

²ñòîð³îãðàô³÷íîþ îñíîâîþ äëÿ íàïèñàííÿ ïðîïîíîâàíîãî äîñë³äæåííÿ ñòàëè âèäàííÿ, ÿê³ ïå-
ðåáóâàþòü ó â³ëüíîìó äîñòóï³ â åëåêòðîíí³é âåðñ³¿ íà ñàéò³ ²ÌÔÅ (https://www.etnolog.org.ua/) 
ó ðóáðèêàõ «Ìîíîãðàô³¿», «Çá³ðíèêè íàóêîâèõ ïðàöü», «Íàðîäîçíàâ÷à òà ìèñòåöüêà  ñïàäùè-
íà», «Ïåð³îäè÷í³ âèäàííÿ» (æóðíàë «Íàðîäíà òâîð÷³ñòü òà åòíîëîã³ÿ», ùîð³÷íèêè «Ìàòåð³àëè 
äî óêðà¿íñüêî¿ åòíîëîã³¿», «Ñëîâ’ÿíñüêèé ñâ³ò») â³äïîâ³äíî äî ðîêó ïóáë³êàö³¿.

Íà ñó÷àñíîìó åòàï³ ðîçâèòêó óêðà¿íñüêî¿ åòíîëîã³÷íî¿ íàóêè ïîñòàëà íåîáõ³äí³ñòü ³ñòîð³î-
ãðàô³÷íîãî óçàãàëüíåííÿ ïîñòóïó â³ò÷èçíÿíîãî íàðîäîçíàâñòâà â íàïðÿì³ äîñë³äæåíü îêðåìèõ 
âðàçëèâèõ êàòåãîð³é íàñåëåííÿ, ïðîáëåì ìîâíî-êóëüòóðíî¿, ñîö³àëüíî-ïîáóòîâî¿ àäàïòàö³¿, òðàíñ-
ôîðìàö³¿ ³äåíòèô³êàö³éíèõ ïðàêòèê. Âðàõîâóþ÷è áàãàòîàñïåêòí³ñòü öèõ ïðîöåñ³â, àíàë³ç îïðà-
öüîâàíèõ ìàòåð³àë³â ïðîâåäåíî çà òåìàòè÷íî-õðîíîëîã³÷íèì ïðèíöèïîì, ùî, íà íàø ïîãëÿä, äàº 
ìîæëèâ³ñòü êîìïëåêñíî¿ îö³íêè ð³âíÿ âèâ÷åííÿ çàÿâëåíî¿ ïðîáëåìè.

²ñòîð³îãðàô³÷íèé îãëÿä ïóáë³êàö³éíî¿ ä³ÿëüíîñò³ ²ÌÔÅ â çàçíà÷åíèé ïåð³îä – öå ïåðåîñìèñ-
ëåííÿ íàóêîâîãî âíåñêó â³ò÷èçíÿíèõ ³ çàêîðäîííèõ ó÷åíèõ ó äîñë³äæåííÿ â³éñüêîâî¿ àíòðîïîëîã³¿ 
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Introduction. M. Rylskyi IASFE is a 
multidisciplinary scientific institution in 
the fields of Ethnology and Art Stu dies, 
one of the powerful representatives of 
Ukrai nian academic humanities, which ac-
cumulates a significant arsenal of book pub-
lications and documentary source materials. 
From the first days of the war in 2014, the 
institution has joined the discussion of this 
problem, the significance of scientists, es-
pecially ethnologists, in the processes of es-
tablishing peace in the war of identities [9, 
p. 47] at multi-level round tables [9; 21; 
29] with the participation of scientists, po-
litical and public figures from Ukraine and 
abroad. Even then, there has been noted in 
the reports of respected speakers: “Having 
a neighbor like Russia, we will never talk 
about war in the past tense!” [9, p. 49]; 

“<…> the annexation of the Crimea, the 
invasion of Donbas. All this is programmed 
to last for a long and difficult time” [9, 
p. 43]. At the same round table a report 
by representatives of the State Institution 
“Institute of Economics and Forecasting 
of the National Academy of Sciences of 
Ukraine” has been submitted for the first 
time regarding meeting the humanitarian 
needs of IDPs. The facts of their social iso-
lation in the new environment and the need 
for social integration are emphasized [9, 
pp. 110–114].

Another published work by a Ph.D. in 
Economics I. Novak [27], where the prob-
lem of social vulnerability of IDPs has been 
considered, is dated by 2018. The dynamics 
of the number and mobility of registered 
IDPs in Ukraine are analyzed. The re-

òà çáåðåæåííÿ íåìàòåð³àëüíî¿ êóëüòóðíî¿ ñïàäùèíè óêðà¿íö³â, îðãàí³çàö³¿ ïîâñÿêäåííÿ â óìîâàõ 
â³éíè, êîìåìîðàòèâíèõ ïðàêòèê ³ íèçêè ³íøèõ àêòóàëüíèõ ïèòàíü ñó÷àñíîñò³. 

Ó âèñíîâêàõ çàóâàæåíî, ùî ðîáîòè, ÿê³ ñòîñóþòüñÿ îñîáëèâîñòåé àäàïòàö³¿ ÂÏÎ, ïðîáëåì 
¿õíüîãî ïðàöåâëàøòóâàííÿ òà æèòòºçàáåçïå÷åííÿ, ìàþòü ïåðåâàæíî ëîêàëüíî-ðåã³îíàëüíèé õà-
ðàêòåð (Â³ííè÷÷èíà òà Ïðèêàðïàòòÿ) ³ çàïî÷àòêîâóþòü ïîä³áí³ åòíîëîã³÷í³ ðîçâ³äêè íà çàãàëüíî-
óêðà¿íñüêîìó ð³âí³.

Êëþ÷îâ³ ñëîâà: ²íñòèòóò ìèñòåöòâîçíàâñòâà, ôîëüêëîðèñòèêè òà åòíîëîã³¿ ³ì. Ì. Ò. Ðèëü-
ñüêîãî ÍÀÍ Óêðà¿íè, ðîñ³éñüêî-óêðà¿íñüêà â³éíà, âíóòð³øíüî ïåðåì³ùåí³ îñîáè, ³äåíòè÷í³ñòü, 
ïóáë³êàö³ÿ, ñòàòòÿ, êðóãëèé ñò³ë, êîíôåðåíö³ÿ.

The publication activities of M. Rylskyi Institute of Art Studies, Folkloristics and Ethnology of 
the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine (hereinafter – IASFE) in the field of research of the 
Russian-Ukrainian war in general and the peculiarities of adaptation of internally displaced persons 
(hereinafter – IDPs) in particular during the eleven years of Russian armed aggression in Ukraine 
are analyzed and summarized in the article.

The historiographical basis for writing the submitted study is formed by the editions, those are 
freely available in electronic version on the IASFE website (https://www.etnolog.org.ua/) in the sec-
tions “Monographies”, “Collected Scientific Works”, “Ethnographical and Artistic Heritage”, “Pe-
riodic Editions” (“Folk Art and Ethnology” journal, annuals “Materials to Ukrainian Ethnology”, 
“Slavic World”) according to the year of publication.

At the current stage of development of Ukrainian ethnological science, there has appeared a need 
for a historiographic generalization of the development of Ukrainian Ethnology in the direction of 
research of individual vulnerable categories of the population, problems of linguistic, cultural, social 
and everyday life adaptation, transformation of identification practices. Taking into account the mul-
tifaceted nature of these processes, the analysis of the read materials has been conducted according to 
the thematic-chronological principle, which, in our opinion, allows for a comprehensive assessment 
of the level of study of the stated problem.

A historiographical review of the publication activities of the IASFE in the specified period is a 
rethinking of the scientific contribution of Ukrainian and foreign scholars to the study of the military 
anthropology and preservation of the intangible cultural heritage of Ukrainians, the organization of 
everyday life in wartime, commemorative practices and a number of the other relevant issues of the 
contemporaneity.

It is noted in the conclusions that the works concerning the peculiarities of IDPs adaptation, the 
problems of their employment and livelihoods, are mainly of a local and regional nature (Vinnytsia 
and Ciscarpathia Regions) and initiate similar ethnological studies at the All-Ukrainian level.

Keywords: M. Rylskyi Institute of Art Studies, Folkloristics and Ethnology of the National 
Academy of Sciences of Ukraine, Russian-Ukrainian war, internally displaced persons, identity, pub-
lication, article, round table, conference.
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searcher notes that in general the situation 
regarding the intentions of “return – not 
return” is defined as almost equivalent – 
a total of 40% of respondents against 38% 
accordingly [27, p. 61]. The topic of our 
scientific interest has not been considered 
until the large-scale invasion in 2022.

Presentation of the main article mate-
rials. The problem of internal forced dis-
placement for modern Ukrainian society is 
extremely important and relevant, requi-
ring constant statistical updating of data, 
analysis and generalization of existing in-
terdisciplinary works. Research on the Rus-
sian-Ukrainian war and the peculiarities of 
the IDPs adaptation in the new socio-cul-
tural space are inseparably connected. Since 
our scientific studies are focused on the 
second issue, we will only outline briefly 
the thematic load of the general discourse 
on the Russian-Ukrainian war, reflected in 
the editions of the IASFE. We have stu-
died the collected abstracts and materials 
of conferences in detail for this purpose [7, 
8, 12–14, 33–35].

We have identified the following  issues 
among the leading topics on which the re-
searchers are focused: 1) the imperial foun-
dations of Russian politics, the influence 
of literature and culture on the conscious-
ness of society (V. Danylenko, O. Lysen-
ko) [23]; 2) the Russian colonial heritage 
in the Ukrainian cultural and information 
space [12]; 3) internally displaced persons 
of the Second World War period (V. Holo-
vatiuk, V. Serhiichuk, V. Tsivatyi); 
4) change of toponyms during the Rus-
sian-Ukrainian war (I. Dvorkin, V. Serhii-
chuk); 5) the significance of confessional 
and religious factors in modeling the be-
havior of the population in war conditions 
(H. Bondarenko, L. Prylepa, N. Stishova); 
6) Internet platforms as a source base for 
documenting military events and their con-
sequences in Ukraine (K. Bekh, O. Volo-
sheniuk); 7) the newest narratives (memes) 
conveying information about military events 
in Ukraine (N. Lytvynchuk, Ya. Olii nyk, 
N. Saltovska); 8) mourning for fal len sol-
diers and forms of commemoration (O. Dro-
hobytska, L. Ivannikova, O. Nedavnia, 
O. Taran) [32]; 9) the tragedy of occupa-
tion and post-war transformations of cultur-
al landscapes (M. Bekh, L. Bosa, L. Kozar, 
L. Ponomar, V. Sobol) [20; 24]; 10) vo-
lunteering as one of the manifestations of 

social mobility and solidarity of Ukrainians 
in the conditions of armed military con-
frontation (V. Balushok, O. Kuzmenko, 
L. Soniachna, V. Sushko, O. Taran) [24]; 
11) preservation and restoration of cultu-
ral heritage during the wartime hardship, 
in particular, cultural monuments lost du-
ring the war of the 21st century are studied 
(V. Demian, T. Kara-Vasylieva, Ye. Kuz-
menko, L. Sokoliuk, Z. Chegusova); 
12) development of Ukrainian culture (art 
(Z. Chegusova), music (I. Lisniak, I. Sikor-
ska, S. Vasylyk), cinema (O. Shapoval)) 
in the conditions of martial law; 13) trans-
formation of traditional culture during the 
wartime (H. Bondarenko, L. Ivanniko-
va, M. Krasikov); 14) clothing culture in 
the context of resistance to the aggressor 
(M. Oliynyk, L. Ponomar, I. Tureiskyi); 
15) narratives as a source of authentic his-
tory (I. Koval-Fuchylo, L. Ponomar, [10; 
11]); 16) methods of ethnological research 
in the conditions of the Russian-Ukrain-
ian war (N. Lytvynchuk, N. Petrova, 
L. Ponomar); 17) techniques and methods 
of preserving Ukrainian folklore, which is 
a source of knowledge of the history of the 
people and contributes to the formation of 
national identity (N. Kononenko, [30]); 
18) practices of organizing everyday life 
and features of life support in wartime con-
ditions (L. Bosa, O. Holovko, V. Horova, 
O. Diedush, N. Lytvynchuk, L. Ponomar); 
19) migration processes in spatial and sta-
tistical dimensions (T. Rendiuk, V. Skliar), 
[5; 28; 31]; 20) life of Ukrainian migrants 
abroad (O. Avtomonov, H. Bondarenko, 
I. Koval-Fuchylo, N. Pastukh, V. Stishov), 
[11; 30]; 21) transformation of the iden-
tity of Ukrainians in general (V. Borysen-
ko, O. Kuzmenko, T. Rendiuk, V. Stishov, 
[37]) and IDPs in particular [11; 16; 19; 
37]; 22) integration of IDPs into new envi-
ronments [3; 17; 22]; 23) urgent problems 
of IDPs [3; 18; 27] and others.

The IASFE has been publishing active-
ly the archival folklore and ethnographic 
materials those testify to the Ukrainian 
ethnocultural dominance in the eastern and 
southern regions of Ukraine. It has been 
started since 2014 in “Folk Art and Ethnol-
ogy” journal.

It should be mentioned, that during 
this same period, a relatively new direc-
tion for Ukrainian ethnological science, 
called military anthropology, has started 
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to be developed at the IASFE. This is an 
interdisciplinary field of knowledge that 
makes it possible to trace the peculiarities 
of the interaction between military and ci-
vilian, state and public organizations, and 
to accumulate the experience of survival in 
emergency conditions and overcome trau-
mas resulting from aggression, understand 
the phenomenon of violence and predict its 
consequences for society [1, p. 44].

The research attention of the scientists 
of the IASFE is still focused on the issues 
of studying the life of Ukrainians in war 
conditions, the main aspects of the socio-
cultural transformation of urban space are 
analyzed [4; 33] and the consequences of 
Russian military aggression against Ukraine 
[14; 34], the ways of post-war recovery of 
the state are considered [7; 8].

The scientific community of the IASFE,  
as well as throughout Ukraine, has fo-
cused the efforts on collecting oral histo-
ry narratives and recording the memories 
of Ukrainians both within the state and 
abroad about the first hours of the war, 
including recording interviews with IDPs, 
with the beginning of the large-scale inva-
sion on February 24, 2022. The result of 
this painstaking work is published in the 
twelfth volume of the fundamental mul-
ti-volume corpus of expeditionary folklore 
and ethnographic materials “Ethnographic 
Image of Modern Ukraine” [11], presen ted 
to the public on January 28, 2025 by the 
scientific community of the IASFE. In our 
opinion, this edition deserves a separate his-
toriographical study, so we will not dwell 
on it in detail here. In addition, the first 
interviews about the events in the eastern 
regions of our country can be found in the 
first volume of this series [10]. 

Memoirs are also published in scientific 
periodicals [6; 36]. In particular, autoeth-
nographic stories and diary entries of the 
scientists of “Ukrainian Ethnological Cen-
tre” Department of the IASFE and Kyiv 
intellectuals, are submitted to the rea der’s 
attention [6]. The tragic experience of 
Ukrainians in surviving in war conditions 
is accumulated in the texts, the narratives 
about the lives of the first internally dis-
placed persons in 2014 are described, the 
emotional state of the population and 
Ukrainian cities in the first minutes of the 
large-scale invasion in the optics of the re-
flections of Ukrainian scientific community 

is described, the features of mutual assis-
tance in the first days of the Great War are 
analyzed. The folklorists also work actively 
in this field [30].

The peculiarities of IDPs’ worldview 
transformations and adaptation in a new 
socio-cultural space are highlighted spo-
radically in the context of the other issues. 
Having analyzed the information provi-
ded in scientific surveys for the period of 
2014–2025, we should note that the range 
of IDPs’ problems has not narrowed, and 
still the internally displaced persons are 
considered as the so-called “fugitives from 
war” and they are in a situation of “sudden 
poverty” [9, p. 8].

Demographer and economist I. Novak 
has investigated the dynamic changes in 
the number of IDPs groups, submitted the 
main socio-demographic characteristics, 
considered their intentions to return and in-
tegration potential, and the ratio of income 
to expenses [26].

The studies of IDPS by ethnologists 
have acquired a regional character (main-
ly Vinnytsia (V. Borysenko, N. Masnen-
ko) [3; 22] and Ciscarpattia (O. Kolo-
myichuk) [17–19]) with the beginning of 
the large-scale invasion. The number of 
IDPs, the main aspects of their support are 
considered in the works. It is noted that 
Eastern Podillia has become a region of 
active business relocation from the combat 
zone [22, p. 228], a region in which tar-
geted IDPs’ support program, information 
guides are developed [22, p. 227]. 

In particular, the problems of the daily 
life and psychological state of IDPs  using 
the example of a territorial community in 
Vinnytsia are analyzed in the article by 
V. Borysenko [3]. The peculiarities of in-
teraction with the local population are de-
scribed. The fragments of interviews are 
submitted in the work, that is especially 
valuable for ethnological research. It has 
been noted that running of the own house-
hold is a positive factor in the processes of 
adaptation and active interaction with local 
residents. Expectations of assistance from 
the state and the host community have the 
exact opposite effect (dissatisfaction with 
life and complaints about poor conditions). 
Respondents have a “victim syndrome”, the 
main motive is to return home or at least 
to the territory as close as possible to their 
former place of residence.
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The authoress of the submitted lines has 
been researching IDPs (after field and his-
toriographical materials) since 2022. The 
first article is based on her own field mate-
rials [16] after the events of 2014 and 2022. 
Changes in the awareness of the popula-
tion of the eastern regions of our state of 
linguistic and cultural interests, civic va-
lues, geopolitical priorities in the system of 
ethnic and national identification are con-
sidered. There is also the article devoted 
partly to the identity transformation in the 
new environment [37]. Subsequent works 
published in the Institute’s editions are of 
a historiographical nature [8, pp. 192–201; 
15, pp. 92–98].

The scientific studies of O. Kolomyi-
chuk [17–19] are also significant. The hou-
sing situation of internally displaced per-
sons and the peculiarities of their interaction 
with representatives of host communities 
are described. It is emphasized, that peop-
le with an active life position adapt faster 
in a new environment and bring significant 
benefits to both it and the state as a whole. 
Worldview stereotypes are also outlined, 
and it is described that the availability of 
affordable and safe housing is a key factor 
for successful social integration [19, p. 28].

Despite the fact that IDPs have received 
more assistance and support from the state, 
volunteers, and public organizations since 
2022, the adaptation processes are quite 
difficult and depend on both the financial 
capacity of IDPs and their worldview, va-
lue priorities, as well as a number of social, 
psychological, and geographical factors [3, 
p. 37; 22, p. 229].

From 2014 to the present day, a pro-
cess of social exclusion has been observed 
among IDPs – a phenomenon in which “cer-
tain groups of the population (or individu-
al peop le) are unable to participate fully in 
public life because of their poverty, lack of 
basic knowledge and opportunities, or dis-
crimination” [26, p. 30]. Therefore, it is im-
portant to fulfill the minimum list of basic 
conditions for the successful integration of 
IDPs: availability of housing, employment, 
stable income, access to social services, and 
socialization within the host community.

Conclusion. The materials we have pro-
cessed are used to demonstrate the pro-
found contribution of Ukrainian scientists 
in the field of studying the origins of the 
Russian-Ukrainian war, the peculiarities of 
organizing everyday life and economy un-
der occupation and constant shelling, the 
preservation of memory. The study of sta-
tistical data and IDPs problems at the local 
and regional level is started. Proposals are 
put forward to overcome them, and the dy-
namics of the transformation of the identi-
fication practices of the so-called «fugitives 
from war» under the influence of the new 
socio-cultural space are submitted. We see 
our further task as a detailed holistic study 
of the currently existing historiographic in-
terdisciplinary network of research on in-
ternally displaced persons by both Ukrai-
nian and foreign scholars in order to organi-
ze a consolidated database of editions and 
published works devoted to the stated topic 
and to generalize Ukrainian experience in 
working with forced internal migrants in a 
separate monographic study.
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